(89-90) Sonship Orientation

Session 89 — A Special Inheritance

In this Sonship Orientation, we have been looking ahead at what it meansto beaLevel 2 son
with subtilty. The doctrine that will give us subtilty will be found in Ephesians, Philippians and
Colossians. We have aso been looking at some of the things that we will be doing in the
heavenly places; reconnecting the creature with itself and the earth and the dismantling of some
other things.

We also have taken an expanded ook at our timeline and we saw some things that will be done
in the dispensation of the fullness of times. Today, we are going to be looking at that part of the
timeline once again. And what are we after in doing this? To give you a further understanding
of what subtilty is going to do for a son or daughter of your heavenly Father.

What I’ m about to show you is something that you will be given to know not long after you get
into Level 2 of your education. And just to set thisup for what it really is, what we are about to
look at very briefly, is one of the grandest, most glorious things you will ever hear. If | cando it
justice, that isthe way you ought to view the subject matter today.

| aso should say that we will only look at this briefly for a couple of reasons. Firstly, because
thisisonly an orientation to it. We will not be going through the doctrine of it. Secondly,
because | do not yet have all the details of it. So I’'m probably not going to be able to answer
very many of your questions about it. But astime goes by, | will be getting more and more of
this settled out in my own mind.

But even if thisis only aintroduction to this subject, it should still have a very powerful and deep
impact upon you. To seethis, we will go over to the book of Ephesians and look at verse 10,
which we have seen aready a number of times.

Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together
in one al thingsin Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

We will return to this verse later one, but for now, notice that it is the “ dispensation of the
fullness of “times’ (plural). That isimportant to notice. Now, look down to verse 15 and let’s
read starting there.

Ephesians 1:15 Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love
unto al the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers,; 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at
his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above al principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in thisworld, but alsoin
that which isto come: 22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the
head over al things to the church, 23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all
inal.
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Packed into this passage is more information than you might imagine. But what we want to do
with this passage is use it to describe what our heavenly Father intends for the next dispensation
to belike. I’'m talking about what it will be like when all the connections are put back together,
all the dismantling has been done, and the earth and the creature can begin to function as God
originally intended them to function.

Before we examine alittle of this passage, let me remind you that what you are reading, because
itis part of the revelation of the mystery, isfound exclusively in our epistles. In other words,
you cannot go to any of Israel’s doctrine and find the things pertaining to the dispensation of the
fullness of times.

We have some information given to us in Ephesians and Colossians (don’t worry about
Philippians for now) which deals particularly with the fullness of God' swisdom. That phrase,
“the fullness of God'swisdom” should not be read casualy. That “spirit of wisdom” that Paul
talks about in vs. 17 involves quite alot of issues, not the least of which isthe tota destruction of
Satan’s plan of evil. (Note: plan not policy) That destruction will be so complete, that there will
not be any part of it left to observe at al.

Yes, we will know who he was and what he planned to do, but the God’s plan for the destruction
of the plan of evil will be so complete aong with the fullness of what God’ s wisdom will provide
for, the thought of Satan will hardly ever come up or enter into our minds. It is as though we

will be so involved in “getting on with it,” and we will be so mentally captured by what God is
doing with us and through us, we will be so “forward looking” that neither Satan nor his plan of
evil will come up in our thinking. And that, asthey say, ispoetic justice, for that is exactly what
Satan wanted to do with God, make it so that no one retained God in their knowledge.

Romans 1:28 And even asthey did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to areprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;

He wanted to make it as though God never existed and lo, and behold, that iswhat will happen to
him!

When God brings up the issue of the dispensation of the fullness of timesto the apostle Paul, He
doesn’'t bring it up asthough it is the ultimate end. Instead, He bringsit up as our gloriousrole
in our eternal vocation.

The preparation for that began back in this assembly, where you heard the words of your sonship
education. Then you began to practice those things in this church and in the other areas of your
life. Through that putting into practice the very things you learned, you honed and sharpened
those sonship skills. And those are the skills that you will employ to function in your heavenly
vocation; your job in eternity.

One of the things | want you to seeisthat our vocation goes way beyond the “restitution of all
things.” Our “job” is not just to put the connections together and tear down certain other things.
We do that for sure, but there is much more to it than that.

Y ou could say that our vocation has different phases or aspectstoit. You aready know about
some of this, as you go through a phase of getting the education and a phase of putting it into
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practice and then the phase of being put into a position in the heavenly places to put that
knowledge to use in the Father’ s business.

This may go without saying, but just to drive the point home, there is absolutely nothing that you
aretaught that is for no reason. Every part of every instruction is going to be needed and will
come into play in your vocation. Thereis no superfluous information. Y ou won't be asking the
guestion, as you may have done in high school or college, “when am | ever going to use this?’
You will use every single part of your sonship education because your heavenly Father has
included only the essentialsinit. That is how wisely this curriculum has been put together.

When | say that al the knowledge that we receive is going to be necessary and useful, what
that’s going to involveis doing al of the things necessary in the heavenly places to bring about
the restitution of all things, which, in turn, leads up to that dispensation of the fullness of times.

S0, just to lay this out so that | can be sure we are all thinking about this the same way, hereis
how | seeit going: (at least for now)
e Learning and Practice (during our earthly life)
e Dismantling of policy of evil, reconnect Heaven and earth (times of restitution of all
things —in Millennium and following)
e Our Vocation in the Heavenly Places (dispensation of the fullness of times — following
restitution of all things)

Perhaps the best way to see thisis by looking at the sonship life of the Lord Jesus. Paul will give
us someinsight into thisin the book of | Corinthians. In that chapter, he is describing the order
of theresurrections. That isone of the reasons that “death” is mentioned in this chapter. Paul is
giving them instructions that will affect their thinking as they go though “the sufferings of
Christ” and they eventually face death. In this chapter, they are given some doctrine that will
enable them to do just that; face death. This doctrine is designed to give them hope and
assurance in the midst of all that.

1 Corinthians 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they
that are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

26 Thelast enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 27 For he hath put all things under his
feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted,
which did put al things under him. 28 And when al things shall be subdued unto him,
then shall the Son also himsdlf be subject unto him that put all things under him, that
God may beall in all.

What I'm after isthe last verse. What you have not known, until this very moment, is that there
comes a point, in every son’slife at which a sons relinquishes his sonship. And, as we just read,
that even happens with Jesus Christ. And for us, this will take place when the first 2 aspects of
our sonship life have run their course. The education and practice are over (1% aspect) and the
restitution of all thingsis past (2" aspect).

In the dispensation of the fullness of times, we will enter into an even more intimate relationship
with our Father, so that we can participate in some things that the Father has held back waiting
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for thistime. And thisiswhat the dispensation of the fullness of timesis about for us, as
members of the body of Christ.

At the beginning of the dispensation of the fullness of times, the Lord Jesus Himself, will subject
Himself unto His Father, that God may be all inal. At that time, God will take the heavens and
the earth, and join them together, and we' re going to enter into a further relationship with our
Father, which involves Him giving us some things and doing with us some things and working in
way that He held off on doing until thistime, that, to put it thisway, the term sonship is
inadeguate to describe.

The dispensation of the fullness of timesis going to be (just as any

dispensation) a program put into effect to achieve a particular purpose or

purposes. It’'s going to be composed of multiple ages, which iswhy they’re called “the agesto
come” in Ephesians 2:7; an age is a stage within a dispensation.

Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
placesin Christ Jesus:  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of
his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

God has aprogressively UNENDING program for the use of Hiswhole creation, inaBRAND
NEW RELATIONSHIP with Him that has never been experienced yet. That'swhat He's
holding in reserve. The whole “son to Father” dynamic, as close asthat is, is going to be given
up by the sons, to their Father, so they can enter into a brand new relationship which is going to
be unending in its scope and its program, as our Father puts the whole creation into effect. And
that is arelationship that has never been experienced and won't be until that time comes.

And now | need to bring you back to Ephesians 1:18 and point out something that we read over,
but it probably didn’t stick in your mind.

Ephesians 1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what theriches of the glory of hisinheritancein the
saints,

The end result of sonship isthat the Father gets an inheritance. We know about our inheritance,
it isone of thefirst things we are taught after we are told that we are sons, back in Romans 8.
All that God has done in providing Justification (in al its parts) and Sanctification (in al its
parts) isfor the purpose of the Father getting an inheritance and that inheritance is you! Not the
angels, but you. That’'s what He has been waiting for. The end result of sonship is: THE
FATHER GETTING AN INHERITANCE!

He invested so much value in us when He sent His Son to die for us (Redemption). For all that it
cost Him to redeem us, He's now going to get a return on that investment; His sons become His
inheritance! Now, knowing this, just imagine the Father’ sjoy when He hears a son make that
initial cry of “Abba, Father!” Now, don’t misunderstand what I'm saying in al this; | don’t
mean to make this out as some kind of gross greediness on the Father’s part. What this hasto do
with isthe Father being “all inall.”

- When the Father gives you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of him —which iswhat He gives at the beginning of
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Level Il of sonship education, so that with the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope
of hiscalling, and what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the
saints. Well, that’ s enough about that for now.

What we are talking about is gaining an appreciation for what we are going to belearning in
phase 1 of our Level 1 education. 1734

Session 90 — The POE

I remind you, once again, that we are looking at the subtilty that we will receive when we get
into Level 2 of our education. Beforewe leave Phase 1 of Level 2, | want usto look at
something other than our Father’s business and our part init, | want usto look at the subtilty as it
pertains to the satanic policy of evil.

By the time you get to Level 2, you will already be familiar with the policy of evil and you
should know the difference between the Plan of Evil and the Policy of Evil. Infact, it was back
in Phase 2 of Level 1 that you had your first real encounter with the policy of evil in the
education.
Romans 13:12 The night isfar spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.

As it happens, this verse falls within the education in decision-making skill of judgment. And
even before you get to Romans 13, you were given awarning that the adversary is going to
“separate you from the love of Christ.” That warning came to you in Romans 8, during your
sonship establishment.

Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Notice that vs. 35 says “who,” not “what.” Thelist of “whats” in the verse are the means by
which he attempts to separate you from the love of Christ. Butitisa“who” that isdoingit. So,
we understand there is a character that will attempt to separate you from “the love of Christ,”
which, aswe will discover when we get to Romans 8:35, has to do with your sonship life. But
al I’'m after right now isthat you are warned, early on in Romans 8, about the adversary’s
coming attack.

Then, as you are educated in those 4 decision-making skills beginning in Romans 12, you are not
just being educated in godly thinking, living and labor in each of the skill areas, but there are 2
places where you really are beginning to take on a conformity to Christ.

Thefirst place this happensis in the education of godly judgment and the second placeisin
godly equity. Let me show you one of these in Romans 13.

Romans 13:14 But put ye on the L ord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
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In Romans 15, you get the decision-making skill of equity.

Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves.

Now, having read that, let me ask you aquestion. When we briefly went over a definition of
each of these 4 skills, what is the one striking feature that sets “equity” apart from all the other
skills? Answer: it isaheart issue where you have the best interest of the other person in mind.

When you make an equitable decision, even though your own rights may be violated, you are
willing to give up that which you have aright to for the benefit of the other person because you
have their best interest at heart. That iswhy vs. 1 sayswhat it does.

Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. 2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.

Do you seevs. 2? What you do isfor the good of the other person; for their good “unto
edification.” Do you see how this conforms to Christ?

Romans 15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, asit iswritten, The reproaches of
them that reproached thee fell on me.

Isn’t that exactly what Jesus did when he took the reproaches of others on Himself, (when He
deserved no such thing) for their benefit? The Crossis one of the best examples of “equity” ever

put on display.

What I’m showing you is that there are 2 places where you are beginning to be conformed to the
image of Christ. Y our thinking and living allows you to labor in the exact same way as Christ
(or your Father) would. And thisisthe thing that provokes the adversary and you are supposed
to provoke him. Why are supposed to provoke him? Because some of what you will be taught
can only be honed, to the necessary degree, in the fight against the adversary. No wonder you
are later referred to as “agood soldier of Jesus Christ.”

| should say that right now, as we are only being oriented to things that are “way down the road”
right now, it may be that hearing about provoking the adversary and getting into the fight may be
disconcerting to you. And that’s okay. Bear in mind, you haven’t yet received the doctrine that
not only enables you to do these things, but it also makes you willing to do them. So until that
time comes, if you feel alittle apprehensive, don’t let it worry you; the doctrine will take care of
everything you going to need.

For now, all I’'m showing you is the first places where you actually begin to look like Christ (not
physically, but in your thinking, actions, etc.). | just need you to see the significance of the
education and what is being dealt with and accomplished by it.

When you get those last 2 decision-making skills of judgment and equity, you are making
progress that can no longer be overlooked by the adversary. And thereisa“signal” of sorts
whereby the adversary will begin to do battle with you — for the purpose of separating you from
thelove of Christ —and that signal is when you put on some armour.
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In Level 1, aconversation about you begins to take place in heaven because you are beginning to
make an impact up there. And when you get into Leve 2, you are going to advance to such a
degree that you will need to have more than just the “armour of light,” you will need “the whole
armour of God.”

What you need to redlize isthat for the rest of your sonship life, your entire sonship education
and edification is going to take place underneath that Adversary’s policy of evil. All the
“sufferings of Christ” that |1 Corinthians talks about, are going to be produced by that policy of
evil. In fact, the majority of our conformity to the image of Christ takes place under the effects
of the policy of evil. And God deigned it just that way. In fact, you were told about that back in
your sonship establishment!

Romans 8:37 Nay, in al these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us.

Being “more than conqueror” involves taking the tactics of the one

who wants to conquer you, and turning it to your advantage in

order to advance your own cause! In hiswisdom, and according to His plan, God has designed it
so that when we' re under the policy

of evil’s attacks, we are able to take advantage of what’s going on

and use it to advance our sonship! Those attacks actually work to advance our conformity to
God' s Son, to the humiliation and chagrin of

the Adversary! And guess what — thereis no other way for it to get done. That iswhy | told you
that from that point in Phase 2 of Level 1, as you are educated in godly judgment and equity,
from that point onward, your entire sonship education and edification is going to take place
under the satanic policy of evil. It isimportant for you to get that in your mind. That iswhy you
were told what you were back in Sonship Establishment in Romans 8.

Romans 8:36 Asit iswritten, For thy sake we arekilled all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in al these things we are more than
conquer or s through him that loved us.

Let me say it again; once you are prepared, once you are suited up in your “armour of light,”
once you are at the place in the curriculum where you are ready, Satan not only takes notice of
you, but Heis alowed to attack you (more on that later). The main purpose of his attacks, from
his standpoint, is to separate you from your sonship life; to get you to “throw in the towd,” to
quit. He wants you to be out of the game, off the field, and only a spectator. But from the
standpoint of your heavenly Father, the purpose of Satan’s attacks against you are for the
purpose of advancing you as a son!

I’m telling you this so you can see the proper place of the POE within the context of our sonship
education. Now you can understand why God does not “put His hand” between us and the
attacks of the adversary. Now you know why your prayers about the adversities that come your
way should be different from those who have no knowledge of sonship. Now you can begin to
understand why a prayer for deliverance is tantamount to throwing in the towel. It'slike a half-
back coming out of the game crying for the coach to make the other team to stop trying to tackle
him —it’s how the game is played.
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Wéll, in sonship, thisis how your sonship is advance. The attacks under the POE are going to do
one of 2 things: they will either make you quit (Satan’s goal) or they will make your sonship
advance (your Father's goal.) Either you will be separated from the love of Christ (Satan’s goal)
or you will be conformed to the image of Christ (your Father’s goal). Either you will succumb to
the attacks of the adversary or you will become more than a conqueror. You will either givein
to the POE because you failed to be edified by the doctrine or the doctrine will have effectually
worked in you to alow you to withstand the effects of the POE. That iswhy Paul prayed the
way hedid. Notice the way Paul talks about deliverance:

2 Corinthians 1:7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of
the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 8 For we would not, brethren, have
you ignorant of our trouble which cameto usin Asia, that we wer e pressed out of
measur e, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: 9 But we had the
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in oursalves, but in God which
raiseth the dead: 10 Who delivered usfrom so great a death, and doth deliver: in
whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 11 Ye also helping together by prayer for
us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given
by many on our behalf.

Paul’s “sentence of death” was the effect the POE was having on him. He was “pressed above
measure” so that he thought death was a way out of the suffering. In other words, the policy of
evil was so great against Paul that he just wanted to die. But, as Paul describes, God delivered
him from that death wish (the effect of the POE), God does deliver (from the effect of the POE)
and God will deliver (from the future effects). What I’ m after is that Paul is not saying that God
is delivering him from the attacks so that there won’t be any more, he is saying that the attacks
won't have their intended effect.

And aso notice vs. 11, that is context in which Paul says the Corinthians should pray for him.

Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver usfrom this present
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father:

Paul isn't saying that God is going to take away the world, but that it would not have the effect
on him. In fact, Paul saysthat Christ gave Himself for our sins so that we would not be
adversely affected by the world. Hedidn’t say that Christ died so He could take away the world.
Welivein thisworld every day. We can’t avoid it. What we can avoid is being victimized by
“this present evil world.”

2 Timothy 4:18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve
me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

When Paul said that God would deliver him from evil work, again, he did not mean that no evil
things would happen to him because God would stop them. He meant that those evil works
would not be able to accomplish their intended purpose with him. All you haveto doisread
about Paul’slife and you realize that “evil works’ happened to him al the way up to his death —
and even included his death! He was delivered from evil attacking him — but he was delivered
from the effects of those attacks!
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And now look at the way Paul prayed. And bear in mind what we are studying regarding the

POE.

Ephesians 1:16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers, 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the glory of hisinheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty
power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at
his own right hand in the heavenly places,

Paul prayed for the Ephesians to receive the “spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
him, that the eyes of their understanding might be opened, and that they would “know” some

things.

Philemon 1:4 | thank my God, making mention of thee alwaysin my prayers,

> Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all
saints; ® That the communication of thy faith may become effectual by the
acknowledging of every good thing which isin you in Christ Jesus.

When Paul mentioned Philemon in his prayers, what did he pray? Verse 6 tells us he prayed,
“that the communication of thy faith may become effectual .”

Ephesians 3:14 For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
' That hewould grant you, according to the riches of hisglory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in theinner man; *” That Christ may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, *® May be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; *° And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

For the Ephesians, Paul prayed that they be strengthened with might by God’s Spirit in their
inner man, that Christ would “dwell in their hearts by faith” and they would comprehend some

things.

Philippians 1:16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add
affliction to my bonds: *° For | know that this shall turn to my salvation through your
prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, * According to my earnest
expectation and my hope, that in nothing | shall be ashamed, but that with al boldness, as
always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by
death.

Paul says that through the prayers of the Philippians (and the supply of the Spirit) he would not
be ashamed. What could happen that would cause Paul to be ashamed? To stop his message.
To wak away from his sonship life. To fold under the pressure. Paul wants to magnify Christ
whether it be by hislife or his death. Now thereis a prayer!

All I’'m doing is showing once again how your heavenly Father views the adversities, the attacks,
the tribulations, the distresses, the infirmities, and the problems that come your way. Do you
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recall when | told you that, in a sense, suffering accelerates your sonship? And | told you that
your “joint-heir” inheritance was acquired only “if we suffer with Him.” Well, now we are
advancing the issue.

And just in case | have made you fearful of what can happen to you under the attack of the POE,
| have some good news for you. The promise to you as a son, and the requirement that makes of
the adversary and his POE is that Satan can never deal with you beyond your capacity as a son.
That iswhat Paul istalking about in | Corinthians 10.

1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make away to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

WEell, that’ s enough for now. We will take this back up in our next session as we continue to get
oriented to our Level 2 education.
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